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INTRODUCTION 

Greek students of Secondary 

Education typically are threaded to the generic 

cultural level of each community, which 

develops a cultural and educational as well as 

social peculiarity model based on the financial 

development, the academic strand and the 

broader cultural cultivation of each district 

concerned (Casto et al., 2016, p.3). As Casto 

et al. (2016) refer, the linkage between the 

community and educational status is not new. 

In the case of the current account, a Secondary 

School Unit in the district of Agioi Anangiri  

(Athens-Greece) is being used for research 

purposes regarding the qualitative assessment 

of the content of their electronically submitted 
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assignments in different thematical sections of 

the Religion Discipline Curriculum. From a 

general point of view and despite the limited 

number of projects under research focus 

(approximately sixteen assignments), students 

signify a homogeneous method pattern in their 

approaches, which are linked similarly with 

the exact textbook and Religion Education 

(RE) Teachers' references in class.  

 Even in such cases, memory test 

questions are considered not sufficient enough 

to serve the above clarification since students 

have based their learning attention and focus 

on the teaching presentation process without 

spending time reviewing. Regarding the 
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critical questioning and utility of the 

knowledge provided, several notable cases of 

students' assignments promise a lot about their 

future educational development. Still, those 

cases, unfortunately, consist of the area of an 

exception among the more significant number 

of students of the particular Secondary Unit 

who seem to need improvement. The above 

spherical assessment is based on their 

vocabulary, grammatical usage, and their 

language syntactical form lackings. The 

Theological knowledge system should be 

derived or deepened and even serve the final 

content reply, the closing philological shaping 

of their written response. 

Despite the requested submission form 

(not accurately followed) in the written 

working assignments, many prompts and 

minors naturally came forth. Assignments 

mean to serve an extensive pedagogical scope, 

which incorporates the need for a knowledge-

building structure and the simultaneous 

development of religious culture and 

experience throughout realizing the 

Theological curriculum. Hilton et al. (2010) 

argue that students with positive reading 

attitudes are more motivated to study, read 

more often, and achieve tremendous reading 

success. Profoundly, homework and home 

reading are very much interconnected. This 

twofold perspective embraces the Theological 

expectation of structuring modern students 

with a crystal clear world overview and 

critical view of their social existence and 

progress in their everyday school and social 

challenge. The present analysis has a two-fold 

aim: a. to introduce an element tool of Fantasy 

in the Religion writing assignment process in 

a Greek Secondary School during the Covid-

19 pandemic throughout Virtual classes and b. 

to provide an overview of the distant written 

assignment status of its students regarding the 

fantastic utility.  

 Those previous scopes are divided into 

a group of specific aims on which the present 

analysis focuses: a. to identify the primary 

writing assignment principles and directions 

of several Greek Students in the context of the 

Religion discipline b. to search more profound 

on the quality of questioning assigned content 

c. to re-state the notion of Fantasy in the frame 

of RE assignments and d. to link the fantastic 

element with a successful assignment 

conducting. Vygotsky's view about Fantasy 

and Fantastic play is encouraging: 

"Furthermore, why not call play the work of 

teachers as well? If, as Lev Vygotsky, the 

Russian psychologist, in-forms us, children 

rise above their average behavior in play, let 

us pursue the ways in which their teachers 

might follow them up the ladder, starting at 

the first rung, which, as every child knows, is 

fantasy play." (Paley, 2009, p.3).  

 

WORKING ASSUMPTIONS  

 The central core of this project is the 

utility of Fantasy tools throughout the 

Theology assignment project by Secondary 

Education students in the frame of their 

Religion class (Hoff et al., 2017, pp. 250-67). 

In this context, the explication of the 

"fantastic" term is considered necessary to 

clarify the centre of this account. Fantastic or 

Fantasy alternatively is regarded the part of 

the human brain function, which allows the 

individuals to override the usual rationalistic 
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path of processing the world matter's issues 

whether that has been considered necessary, 

and make their overview more open spaced 

and acceptable towards possibilities that 

could take place beyond their own's usual 

coping methodology.  

 The Fantasy Part is not a wild fiction 

or science fiction version since Isaac Asimov, 

Arthur Clark, George Orwell, or Aldous 

Huxley present this kind of literature. Instead, 

it is a method of coping with mental and 

spiritual issues through diversions and 

metaphors. The philosopher Mark Johnson 

and the linguist George Lakoff (Lakoff and 

Johnson 1980, Johnson 1987, Lakoff 1987, 

Lakoff and Johnson 1999) have shown that 

metaphor is not simply a figure of speech but 

is primarily a form of thought and a form of 

cognition (Modell, 2003, pp 25-26) not being 

implemented yet.  

  In the context of the above 

terminology, it is considered essential to 

move to the definition of the specific working 

assumptions of this paper so that the 

pedagogical focus can be directed to 

particular areas of Educational and 

Theological Practice. These are the 

following: a. Students in K12-16 base their 

written homework on rationalistic and logical 

frameworks rather than intuition and 

imagination since their physical-mental 

development is primarily grounded on cause 

and effect schemas. This issue could generate 

                                                           
2 Collection and research of different thematic 
assignments of different authors could be very 
interesting to be conducted and researched. There 
were a various obstacles though concerning the 
present paper in order such a working methodology 
condition to take place as many colleagues were not 

a lot of debate (as the whole research case 

does, of course), as children usually develop 

play scenarios and, later, different forms of 

play up to a certain age of their physical-

mental development. b. Written tasks 

formulate a study focus that deviates from the 

starting game logic and introduces a varied 

scenario. c. Fantasy is considered a tool of 

abstraction of the mind without distracting the 

direction of the mind. Still, it gradually leads 

it to other degrees of discernment and 

contemplation to find solutions. d. The 

theological knowledge of students in grades 

12-16 needs to be enhanced and embedded in 

various areas of the broad theological 

platform. The RE curriculum introduces 

students to multiple areas of the Old 

Testament, New Testament, Comparative 

Religion, Dogmatics, Church History etc. e. 

Finally, Fantasy, with its intellectual 

abstractions, does not combat the creed of the 

Christian Church or any other religious or 

spiritual pattern but rather complies with the 

learning process. 

 The research was conducted based on 

the topic assignment's content, which was 

assigned during the first and the second 

Lockdown cause of the Covid-19 Pandemic2. 

They are affiliated with the three grades of the 

Greek Secondary School (4 A grade 

Electronical Classes (E.C.), 3 B grade E.C. and 

4 C grade E.C. (7th, 8th, 9th grade according 

to the U.S. systemic grading definition) and it's 

in position to adjust their thematic assignments so 
quickly towards the urgent circumstance of the 
distant learning occurrence in a way that they were 
hindered to provide simultaneously any current 
information for their own work. 
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the first time that related assignment data is 

disposed of for research purposes.  

 

The author widely recognized the Subjectivity Issue (Drapeau, 2002) as the leading assignment. 

Nevertheless, the fact of the student's project's first-time disposition as research items, the structure 

of the novice criteria (concerning a wide range if not the sum of them), the systematic and 

understandable overview of their content as well as the linkage with the application of the Fantastic 

Tool as a methodology guide, synthesize a well-established base-line according to which other 

research endeavours could take place as well on a similar thematic.  

 The criteria used are based on the content of the assignment's questioning, most of which, 

shall be noticed, are combined. In the Tables following, the assignment content is shown correlated 

with the school grade, the assignment topics, and the Thematical Units as well:  
Table (1) 

   
                                                

   

Table (2) 
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 As can be noticed in the above tables (2a,b,c), three columns below are categorized: a. The 

Assignment genre includes the qualitative characterization of the assignment's topic b. The Topics 

of the Assignments referred to and c. The Thematical Units are taught according to Religion 

Textbook and Theology Teacher's Preferences. It is also mandatory to provide the hermeneutical 

key of the categories-characterizations of the assignments used, which are structured, and consider 

the quality of the phrasing content of the projects. The methodology strategy and concept followed 

on this matter are based chiefly on the qualitative categorization methodology of the Social Sciences 

(C. Runehov & Oviedo, 2013). 

 
Table (3) 
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Categories-Characterization 

 

1. Hard-core questioning is affiliated with definitions questioning, (Historical) facts 

accounting, given (and asked afterwards) hermeneutical processes or their outcomes, 

analytical and reasoning frames, closed type inquiries, and "Yes/No-True/False" frame 

questioning. 

2. Soft-core questioning concerns critical, synthetical inquiry, project activities, 

combination questioning, and open-text type questioning. 

 

 

 

Subcategories 

 

1. Closed-type questioning is affiliated with multiple choice, true-false, yes-no, and 

short-answer exploration. 

2. Definition questioning regards questioning about content clarification, explication, 

or description. 

3. Interpretation questioning regards exegetic analysis on behalf of the students. 

 

4. On the point, questioning seems to mandate short answering replies and seems to be 

definitive questioning alike. However, it also presupposes exact and detailed descriptive 

answers, which may resemble short or long answering reply types.  

5. Cognitive questioning includes general, comprehensive, scientific, or social inquiries 

of a broader spectrum. 

6. Descriptive questioning includes an analytical account of the form and structure of 

the asked phenomenon.  

7. Judgmental questioning regards the justified personal opinion phrasing. 

8. Synthetical (or synthetic) questioning presupposes multi-centred combination 

replies. 

9. Analytical questioning concerns inquiries presupposing causality effect utility and 

might be used on Hard or Soft-core exploration. 

 

 

 The next step is to structure a visual map of the Main Categories and the Hard-Core inquiries, 

as can be seen in fig. (4) below: 

 

fig. (4) 
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Similarly, a visual Map-structure on the Soft-Core Questioning follows right below: 

 

 

fig.(2) 

 

 

The critical point that emerged on the fantasy development during the conducting 

assignments seems to occur when a critical inquiry occurs. The students should formulate a more 

profound account for extracting novice conclusions. (Covenant Theological Seminary, 2018). In 

that context, the individuals must re-approach their analysis and step forward to the next stage of 

finding intellectually sources they had not previously had a clue about. That is a pretty challenging 

task, although Synthetical and Hermeneutical Models provide the field of diversified critical 

development. Of course, a complete academic approach on behalf of Secondary Educational 

Students is not expected to be the final result. Still, it is aimed at their familiarization with the basic 

principles of the Theological Methodology and Thinking Mode during the application of which 

most of the Soft-Core and Hard-Core Inquiries could be reconstructed according to the implication 

of the Fantasy Diversion facilitating knowledge conveyance and student's creativity. 

 



 

 

FINAL CONCLUSIONS 

This general overview imported is based 

on the following conclusions of the 

whole previous analysis:  

 

 

1. Students seem to take 

advantage of the internet 

capabilities and make extensive 

use of the information provided 

(several times mandated by their 

assignment's inquiries) and 

being managed in a copy-paste 

style in their submitted papers 

without the research items being 

worked systematically. In many 

students' papers submitted 

online, many web links are given 

aloud into the text without any 

editing.  

2. In the context of hard-

core questions, most of the 

replies are based on a rational 

trail and have been characterized 

by their specification and 

accuracy. 

3. Technically, many 

students do not fully dispose of 

the capability to attend virtual 

classes since they try to connect 

via self-phone devices or cope 

with several connection 

problems hindering the creation 

of a virtual comfort zone3. 

4. By indirect acoustical 

observation during virtual 

classes and adjusting some 

students' microphone process, 

several background sounds and 

commotion is taken place, 

reducing students' capacity to 

concentrate and listen carefully 

to the moderator's instructions or 

                                                           
3 Government’s provision on that mater is 
limited. 

lecture.  

5. Elementary School 

theological contribution seems 

to be minimum regarding the 

preliminary theological 

assessment of the Students of the 

first grade of Secondary School 

of Agioi Amangiri 

overburdening as such the 

secondary religion classes 

unfortunately in a Covid-19 

pandemic era, cause of the 

material increasing.  

6. Critical and Analytical 

assignment's inquiries provide 

some problematic issues, mainly 

concerning the lack of religious 

and intellectual methodology 

and are related either to the lack 

of family pluralistic religious 

background either with the 

absence of the necessary time for 

personal study on behalf of the 

students or with the Elementary 

School religion subject 

incomplete teaching and 

cognitive provision. However, 

an essential sum of written 

(typed) assignments could be 

criticized quite positively as 

promising, revealing a hard-

working cultivated student's 

status, good Greek language 

usage, and an overwhelmed 

hidden mood of theologizing 

even more than expected. 

7. Hermeneutical 

questioning is not expected to 

play the most significant issue 

since much more time is needed 

for students to be introduced to 

the study's logic of Scripture 

(Old Testament and New 

Testament).  



 

 

 

8. Fantasy utility is 

considered pluralistic. Part of the 

students disposes of rich Fantasy 

and intellectual world, many 

winged ideas and conceptions, 

and a tremendous good intention 

to put them forward. However, 

they lack the proper language 

formalities and background to 

ground them. So, in those cases, 

a RE teacher has to penetrate the 

philology issues and provide the 

class with the necessary required 

language tools and literature to 

smoothen the theology field of 

their study most of the time, 

beating those impediments. 

9. Lastly, the Theological 

systematization of the faith and 

creed formulation seems not to 

be threatened at all regarding the 

use of Fantasy in the writing 

assignment process. Based on 

the online submitted papers of 

the students and whether a rich 

harvest could take place, fresh 

approaches are made in such a 

way that Dogmatics is enhanced 

and become fruitful more than 

ever, verifying that questioning 

is not always a matter of 

doubting but a value of learning 

(Nappi, 2017, p. 30).             

 

  The Fantasy world is essential, 

and as Le Guin (2017), who paraphrased 

Tolkien's quote, quoted herself: 

"Fantasy is escapist, and that is its 

glory. If a soldier is imprisoned by the 

enemy, don't we consider its his duty to 

escape? . . .If we value the freedom of 

mind and soul, if we are partisans of 

liberty, then it's our plain duty to escape, 

and to take as many people with us as we 

can!". 
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